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1 . ^ This communication is responsive to the appeal brief filed on 6/17/2004 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-38.40 and 41 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 30 May 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Appeal Brief 

1. Applicant's appeal brief filed on 02/03/2005 has been received and entered in the case. 
Applicant's arguments with respect to the prior art rejections mailed on 09/30/2004 have been 
fully considered and found persuasive, as such; the prior art rejections have been withdrawn. 
Therefore the case is found to be in allowance condition for the reasons as set for below. 



EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to Applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 

CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Joseph B. Ryan on 03/14/2005. The invention of claim 39, as shown in Fig. 31, is distinct 
from the elected claims which drawn to a comparator circuit having an embodiment as shown in 
Fig. 11. Therefore, claim 39 needs to be cancelled. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 

In the claims 

Claim 39 has been deleted. 
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REASON FOR ALLOWANCE 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record fails to disclose or fairly suggest a comparator circuit (as shown in 
Fig. 1 1), as recited in claim 1, having specific structural limitations such as first and second input 
legs (210, 220) each coupled to a corresponding one of a first and second nodes (at source 
terminals of M3 and M4) of the evaluation element, the first and second input legs having non- 
complementary structures relative to one another and being adapted to receive respective first 
and second input signals (inl, in2), each of the non-complementary structures having associated 
therewith a variable parameter having a value that is a fiinction of a corresponding one of the 
input signals, the evaluation element being adapted to perform a comparison of the first and 
second input signals; and being configured in combination with the rest of the limitations of the 
base claims and any intervening claims. 

The prior art of record fails to disclose or fairly suggest a comparator circuit (as shown in 
Fig. 1 1), as recited in claim 36, having specific structural hmitations such as first and second 
input legs (210, 220) each coupled to a corresponding one of a first and second nodes (at source 
terminals of M3 and M4) of the evaluation element, the first and second input legs being adapted 
to receive respective first and second non-complementary input signals (inl, in2), each of the 
first and second input legs having associated therewith a variable parameter having a value that 
is a fiinction of a corresponding one of the input signals, the evaluation element being adapted to 
perform a comparison of the first and second input signals; and being configured in combination 
with the rest of the limitations of the base claims and any intervening claims. 
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Claims 37 and 40 are allowed for similar reasons; note the above discussion with regard 
to claim 1 . 

Claim 38 is allowed for similar reasons; note the above discussion with regard to claim 

36. 

5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earUer conraiunications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai L. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-1747 and 
Right Fax number is 571-273-1747. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- 
Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Timothy Callahan can be reached on 571-272-1740. The official fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is 703-872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone nimiber is 571-272-1562. 

7. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
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applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



HLN 
March U, 2005 



